REGILDING THE CRESCENT
It must be remembered that a native Press
can exert extraordinary influence on these eastern
populations. With the examples of Mohamme-
dan India and Egypt before its eyes, the Turkish
Government cannot be blamed for its anxiety
to re-establish some form of censorship. Real
statesmen in the Near East have never dis-
couraged newspapers. Midhat Pacha estab-
lished one in Bagdad, which is published to this
day, and one of the first in Turkey was founded
by that other great reformer, Mahmoud II.
Every language lends itself to venom, but
few can give expression to more majestic courte-
sies than written Turkish. Fed by its three tri-
butary tongues, Turkish, Persian and Arabic, it
should flow like a mighty stream, yet it too often
creeps like a drain. Some of the recent violence
of the newspapers is, no doubt, but natural
reaction. It would have been too much to
expect that those who had suffered for thirty
years from the spies of Abd-ul-Hamid should
not have slung their stones at the boar of Yildiz
when he was at bay. Nor could every little
scrivener be seriously blamed for addressing his
impudent " open letters" to the Grand Vizier,
at one time the alter ego of an absolute Padi-
shah, but to-day a mere Government official
responsible to Parliament. Yet, in so far as
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